cephalus. These are all authoritative reports, and there are others which should interest neurosurgeons in particular, but neurologists and general physicians could peruse them with profit as well. Professor Earl Walker contributes an interesting chapter on 'grantsmanship', i.e. the technique for the acquisition of funds for research projects, from which it appears that this is much easier in America than in most other parts of the world. He also has a chapter on the art of selecting technical aids for neurological diagnosis of brain lesions. It is a question whether it is so much an art as a matter of economics, when we see that the cost varies from $25-50 for an electroencephalogram to $500 for a pneumoencephalogram.
This volume is appropriately dedicated to Dr James C White, one of the most distinguished American neurosurgeons, and his friends all over the world will applaud this mark of respect. definitely thinks it has and has spent nearly thirty years translating into English the General Principles which comprise the first of the five volumes of Avicenna's Canon. As it deals with Avicenna's general principles of the theory and practice of medicine it contains the nucleus of his views. Dr Shah presents us with the first complete English translation of these General Principles and also interprets the entities therein with concepts which we use today. In his introduction he suggests that in Avicenna's concepts lie a great number of truths, especially in the psychosomatic field of medicine, which have been obscured from appreciation in the West both by the language in which they were expressed and by their context of thought.
Dr 0 Cameron Gruner, whose previous translation of the General Principles in 1930 omitted the chapter on anatomy, puts Dr Shah's case in a nutshell: 'Dr Shah makes a comparison between the old doctrines and the new, indicating how the advances of medical science can throw light on various aspects of the Canon.'
Throughout the book Dr Shah has been assiduous in translating ancient terms by modem equivalents. For example the word literally translated as 'humours' is also translated as 'biological fluids'. Sometimes this modernization is dangerous, in that it attributes a meaning to a word palpably different from that intended by With the increase in incidence of carcinoma of the bronchus one of its most distressing complications, mediastinal obstruction, is more frequently seen. The clinical picture of the 'swollen-faced sweating patient, breathless and coughing, with loosened collar' is familiar in every radiotherapy department: fortunately rapid symptomatic relief usually follows the appropriate treatment. In this short monograph the author records his analysis of 253 cases of mediastinal obstruction, 11 % of over two thousand cases of bronchial carcinoma seen at the Royal Marsden Hospital from 1950 to 1961. Extrinsic pressure on the great veins rather than intrinsic thrombosis is the usual mechanism in mediastinal obstruction, and causes other than bronchial carcinoma are now uncommon. The immediate response to radiotherapy was satisfactory in all but 13% of cases: but the author considers the recurrence rate a more important index of the efficacy of treatment and the dominant factor here was radiation dosage. Dosage of less than 3,000 rontgens in three to four weeks (or its biological equivalent) was more likely to be followed by recurrence.
Traditionally the initial radiotherapy has usually been delivered cautiously from fear of precipitating radiation cedema. The author marshals evidence both clinical and experimental that a therapeutically pusillaminous approach may be inappropriate: he suggests that there is a greater danger from inadequate dosage than from aedema. In order to obtain greater insight into the hemodynamics of the problem and their possible influence on treatment, contrast phlebography was performed in 58 cases and considerable information was gained as to the site or sites of obstruction, which could be anywhere between the superior vena cava and the subclavian veins. Any such information is of great value to the radiotherapist in enhancing the accuracy and effectiveness of treatment.
This account of a carefully conducted investigation will interest all concerned with the investigation and treatment of intrathoracic tumours. It is well produced but although the section on phlebography is well illustrated would not that on anatomy have benefited from at least one illustration ?
ARTHUR JONES Clinical Capillary Microscopy by Eli Davis Msc mD mRcp(Lond) and Jacob Landau MD pp xi+231 illustrated $25.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1966 This attractive book appears to be an attempt by two distinguished authors to summarize twenty years' intensive study of the minute blood vessels of the nailfold, skin, bulbar conjunctiva, tongue, lip and gingiva. The authors have investigated 15,000 patients with a wide range of vascular disorders as well as 1,500 healthy individuals, and have included in this volume about 300 excellent microphotographs of capillaries and venules selected from their 5,500 photographs. These have been beautifully printed on glossy paper and must surely rank among the best published in this field. The authors justifiably suggest that this book might be a useful photographic 'atlas' for less experienced workers in this field. They rightly emphasize that capillary microscopy, while clinically helpful and certainly fascinating, is rarely of diagnostic significance.
This volume is beautifully produced, comprehensive, and contains well over 200 useful references, yet it is frustrating to read. Perhaps due to limitation of space, the authors have not really parted with much of their vast experience. In spite of its promising title, this book is only an introduction to the subject. The beginner will look in vain for adequate technical details, especially of illumination and photography.
It is disappointing that the sections dealing with experimental observations and functional studies are scanty and that hardly any attempt has been made to investigate or discuss the significance of small vessel morphology in the wide range of disorders covered.
The complete absence of skin disorders is a surprising and disappointing omission. However, the chapter on acrocyanosis is particularly good and opportunity for its study seems to be as good in Israel as in this country.
A considerable number of grammatical errors have crept into the scanty but mostly clear text. I shall look forward to a much expanded and improved second edition of this important work. London: Pitman Medical This small book begins with useful information about the general principles of cryotherapy and the methods of producing low temperatures by means of various cryogenic instruments; then it proceeds to describe the effects of freezing on ocular tissues, especially on the lens, followed by an outline of the developmental anatomy and biochemistry of the lensall this occupies nearly half the book. Then follows a description of the basic principles of cryoextraction of cataracts and the special indication and advantages of this method, with details of surgical procedure and possible post-operative complications.
There is a chapter on retinal detachment in general, followed by the principles of cryotherapy in the treatment of this condition and, finally, a chapter on cryotherapy of miscellaneous eye diseases which includes a brief description of J I Barraquer's operation of keratomileusis (sculpture of the cornea) whereby a lamellar portion of the cornea is removed, frozen and then ground on a lathe so as to alter its curvature, and finally rapidly thawed and replaced in the patient's cornea, firmly fixed by means of a contact lens held in place by sutures fixed to the corneal limbus. The main indication for this operation appears to be for the correction of myopic anisometropia. The author also touches on the use of cryotherapy in such conditions as dendritic keratitis, post-operative epithelial downgrowth, iris prolapse, pterygium and corneal edema in aphakia due to vitreous adhesions to the cornea. There seems no end to the possible uses of this
